SIR   CHARLES   DILKE

IN almost every chapter of Sir Charles Dilke's
Life, there is enough material for a
Quarterly article. His experience of, and
judgments upon, foreign politics would in
themselves make a valuable book. He was in
politics for fifty years ; was at one time a
candidate for the Premiership ; he knew and
corresponded with what one may call the front
benches of five continents, and touched every
sphere of social life. His versatility was
amazing. At Cambridge he was top of the
Law Tripos, President of the Union, and, but
for his doctor, would have rowed twice against
Oxford. He read, it seems, a large part of
the contents of the British Museum ; he was
asked to do Keats for the " English Men of
Letters 5? series ; he travelled, rowed, fenced
and dined out almost all his life ; and he found
time to acquire on every subject of current
politics an amount of information which was
a storehouse for every individual and organisa-
tion that ever worked with him. But if it is
quite impossible to review his biography
because there is too much in it, from another
point of view it is difficult to review it because
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